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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF MICHAEL McCABE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of our dear friend Mi-
chael McCabe. An active member of our com-
munity and a proud South Buffalonian, Mike 
passed away in November of 2012 after a 
hard-fought battle with brain cancer. To honor 
Mike’s memory, Today’s Rowin’, Growin’ and 
Throwin’ 5k will benefit Carly’s Club and can-
cer research. 

Born and raised in South Buffalo, Michael 
graduated from Bishop Timon High School 
and the University at Buffalo. 

Mike lived in South Buffalo for his entire life, 
demonstrating his deep pride through his hon-
orable community service. He was the long-
time commissioner of the St. Martin’s Athletic 
Club, and a member of the Erie County 
Democratic Committee. 

Professionally, Mike served as a teacher in 
the Buffalo Public Schools for thirty-seven 
years. Day in and day out, he dedicated his 
boundless energy and talents to his students. 

After school hours, Mike was an avid sailor. 
His boat, The Irish Wake, was a fixture in the 
RCR Marina in downtown Buffalo. 

In September 2011, Michael was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. While he and his family 
faced this unfathomable tragedy, Mike re-
mained upbeat and positive. Just one year 
later, Mike lost his battle with cancer. 

Mike’s spirit of goodwill and passion for pub-
lic service lives on through his family. He 
loved and cherished his wife, Maureen, their 
four sons, Michael, Sean, Chris, and Bret, 
daughter Mollie, and eight grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the life and legacy of 
Mike McCabe and his energy and passion for 
our community. I am proud to continue the 
fight for funding for cancer research, to im-
prove the quality of care for those affected by 
cancer, and ultimately, to find a cure. 
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HONORING GREATER DAMASCUS 
CHURCH OF CHRIST (HOLINESS) 
U.S.A. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A. 

One of the most prominent churches in the 
Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. Movement 
is Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A., on 1013 Damascus Circle, 
Hazlehurst, Mississippi. Since its beginning, 
the Church has been instrumental in the com-
munity’s development. 

As far as records indicate, Damascus 
Church began during slavery, and grew out of 
the white Damascus Baptist Church. In 1865, 
when the slaves were set free, a division 
arose in the church due to a disposition of 
Negro membership freed of bondage after the 

Civil War. Because of this, the Negro con-
gregation was given ten acres of land to con-
tinue their worship service. In 1867, the al-
ready established colored Damascus Baptist 
Church began having services in a brush 
arbor under the leadership of Rev. Tom 
Askerneese as pastor. He served from 1867 
until his death in 1872, a total of five years. 

In 1872, Elder W. S. Pleasant was elected 
pastor. He pastored the Damascus Baptist 
Church from 1872 to 1896, which was twenty- 
four years. In 1896, Elder Pleasant and the 
Church joined with Bishop Charles Price 
Jones, founder of the Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A., and Damascus Church became 
one of the first churches to join the ‘‘Holiness 
Movement.’’ The Church became known as 
Damascus Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. 
The Church was able to move out of the brush 
arbor into their erected church building under 
Elder Pleasant’s leadership. He served as 
pastor of the new denominational church from 
1896 to 1918, twenty-two years. Elder Pleas-
ant’s total service to Damascus Church was 
forty-six years. He resigned as pastor to do 
evangelistic work. He died February 7, 1935. 

In 1919, the Church accepted Elder L. J. 
Brunson as the second pastor of the new de-
nominational church. He pastored from 1919 
to 1932, a total of twelve years, before resign-
ing to go to Norfolk, Virginia. He died in 1941. 

On January 27, 1931, the Rev. George A. 
Thomas, a man of many talents, came as pas-
tor of Damascus Church. In 1966, Rev. Thom-
as built the second church since the brush 
arbor. The dedication of the church was held 
on September 15, 1966. In June 1971, the ad-
joining building to the church was built to 
serve as classrooms and as a dining hall. 
Rev. Thomas served as pastor of Damascus 
Church longer than either of the previous pas-
tors. His tenure lasted January 27, 1931 until 
his death on January 13, 1980, a term of forty- 
nine years. 

After the death of Rev. Thomas, the Church 
sought out a new pastor. In a call meeting, 
May 1980, the congregation voted to accept 
Elder Arnold Stanton, Sr., who came as pastor 
in September, 1980. The third church was 
built and dedicated to God in August 1986. 
The contractor was Damascus’ own, Deacon 
George A. Harris, Sr. The new sanctuary led 
to the name changing from Damascus Church 
of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. to Greater Damas-
cus Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. On De-
cember 25, 1994, Elder Stanton resigned as 
pastor of Greater Damascus Church. His ten-
ure lasted fourteen years. 

January 1, 1995, Greater Damascus Church 
was without a pastor. Elder Clifton Goodloe, 
Jr., accompanied by his lovely wife, Sister 
Delores Goodloe, came and conducted the 
morning service. Elder Goodloe’s text was 
taken from Acts 24:10–16, and the thought 
was, ‘‘Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide.’’ 
On Monday, January 2, 1995, the Church’s 
first business meeting of the new year was 
conducted by Bishop Maurice D. Bingham, 
Presiding Prelate of the South Central Diocese 
of the Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. 
Bishop Bingham was accompanied by Elder 
Eddie Jones, Jr., pastor of the Crystal Springs 
Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. In this busi-
ness meeting, the congregation of Greater Da-
mascus Church voted to accept Elder Clifton 
Goodloe, Jr. as pastor. 

On January 8, 1995, Elder Clifton Goodloe, 
Jr. became pastor of Greater Damascus 

Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. Elder 
Goodloe’s main goal and objective is to 
‘‘Preach God’s Word in His Fullness’’ so when 
men, women, boys and girls hear the ‘‘Word’’ 
they may be convicted and become saved. 
Elder Goodloe is in his nineteenth year as 
pastor of Greater Damascus Church. 

‘‘Damascus Church’’ has produced five 
‘‘Sons of the House.’’ They are the late Elder 
C. D. Tate, Sr., Rev. Ellis Blackwell, Jr., Elder 
Henry Smiley, Elder Andre’ Tyler and Elder 
Nicholas Tanner. 

Greater Damascus Church has had a grand 
processional of Christian soldiers who labored 
for many, many years and laid a solid founda-
tion for generations to follow. Those who are 
gone have left a rich heritage that should not 
be merely praised and testified to, it must be 
built upon. 

Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A. has been in existence one hun-
dred and forty-nine years, in the ‘‘Holiness 
Movement’’ one hundred and seventeen 
years, and six pastors during this time. What 
a legacy! 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Greater Damascus Church 
of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. as they strive to be 
the guide for others to find the joy of serving 
God through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KLEBERG COUNTY, 
TEXAS 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in cele-
bration of the 100th anniversary of Kleberg 
County, Texas. 

The recorded history of the land which in-
cludes Kleberg County precedes the establish-
ment of the United States, and Kleberg Coun-
ty was already well on its way to prominent 
status when local leaders successfully peti-
tioned the Texas Legislature in 1913 to break 
away from Nueces County and establish a 
new county. 

Over the last century several key develop-
ments helped spur growth and development in 
Kleberg County. 

An anchor of Kleberg County, the King 
Ranch was established in 1853 when Richard 
King purchased the Santa Gertrudis grant 
from the heirs of the original Spanish grant-
ees. The King Ranch continues to thrive today 
as an industry leader in the fields of farming, 
ranching, and conserving natural resources. 

The establishment of the City of Kingsville 
and the construction of railroad lines helped 
bring new industry to the region. Over the past 
100 years, the county has been a top pro-
ducer of energy and agricultural commodities, 
and the county’s proximity to the Gulf of Mex-
ico has made it a destination for visitors from 
around the world who come for the clear blue 
water and rich diversity of wildlife. 

Kleberg County saw the establishment of 
Naval Auxiliary Air Station Kingsville in 1942. 
The base originally trained military aviators for 
combat. Now known as Naval Air Station 
Kingsville, the base remains one of the U.S. 
Navy’s premier locations for jet aviation train-
ing. 
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Texas A&M University Kingsville, originally 

established as South Texas Teachers College 
in 1921, is the oldest continuously operating 
public institution of higher learning in south 
Texas, and the first in the Nation to develop 
a doctoral program for bilingual education. 

It truly is a privilege and honor to represent 
Kleberg County in the United States House of 
Representatives, and I ask my colleagues in 
Congress to join me in celebrating this mo-
mentous occasion. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF UNITED COLLEGE 
ACTION NETWORK 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the United College Action 
Network, (U–CAN), and to congratulate this 
fine organization on 25 years of service. As 
U–CAN’s founders, staff and supporters gath-
er to celebrate 25 years of unparalleled serv-
ice to the Sacramento community, I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in honoring this organi-
zation. 

Founded on September 12, 1988, by Alan 
and Donna Rowe, U–CAN has helped count-
less local high school students attend college. 
U–CAN specializes in providing college oppor-
tunities at historically black colleges and uni-
versities for students who may not normally 
pursue a college degree. 

U–CAN’s successful model includes out-
reach, educational support, and mentoring 
services to students and their parents. U–CAN 
has built strong partnerships with local school 
districts, admissions officers, financial aid de-
partments, coaches and department deans. 
Due in large part to their track record, they 
enjoy supportive relationships with a wide vari-
ety of faith, businesses and community organi-
zations. U–CAN seeks to recruit and support 
socially and economically disadvantaged stu-
dents regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, or 
national origin to attend historically black col-
leges and universities. Since its inception, U– 
CAN has assisted over 54,000 students in 
achieving their dream of a college education, 
generated $55 million in scholarship awards 
for students, and made it possible for 15,000 
students to be accepted to historically black 
colleges and universities. 

Mr. Speaker, on their 25th anniversary, I am 
pleased to the United College Action Network 
for their service to students from the Greater 
Sacramento Area. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this organization and wishing 
them continued success as they serve local 
students as they pursue a college degree. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE OLD ELYTON 
CHAPTER OF THE DAUGHTERS 
OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion 
of its 100th anniversary, I want to extend com-

mendations to the Old Elyton Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. The 
members of the Old Elyton Chapter are guard-
ians of our nation’s cherished history of free-
dom and, through their educational initiatives 
with young people especially, are ensuring 
that there will be continuing respect and rev-
erence for the democratic principles that are 
the foundation of America. Through their serv-
ice, they fulfill the motto of the National Soci-
ety of the DAR: God, Home, and Country. 

The Old Elyton Chapter has deep roots in 
Alabama. In fact, its very name is historical 
and is associated with the formation of the 
City of Birmingham. The chapter was orga-
nized by Mrs. J. Morgan (Kate Duncan) Smith 
and her daughter, Mrs. Samuel L. Earle, on 
January 4, 1913, just 23 years after the formal 
organization of the National Society of the 
DAR. 

The chapter’s 100th anniversary celebration 
falls on the 226th anniversary of the signing of 
the U.S. Constitution by the Continental Con-
gress. The selection of the date of September 
17, which is highly significant to the origins of 
our great nation, was fitting for an organization 
whose own members trace their family herit-
age to the Patriots of the American Revolu-
tion. 

The Old Elyton Chapter has demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment to the principles of 
the National Society of the DAR, a volunteer 
women’s service organization dedicated to 
promoting patriotism and preserving American 
history through the education of young people. 
Its purpose is drawn directly from its charter, 
which was incorporated by an Act of Congress 
in 1896: ‘‘To perpetuate the memory and spirit 
of women and men who achieved American 
independence; to promote, as an object of pri-
mary importance, institutions for the general 
diffusion of knowledge; to cherish, maintain 
and extend the institutions of American free-
dom; to foster true patriotism and love of 
country.’’ The volunteer initiatives of DAR 
members include support for student financial 
aid and scholarships and donations to schools 
for the underprivileged. 

A major service project of the Old Elyton 
Chapter is its continuing support of the Kate 
Duncan Smith DAR School in Grant, Alabama. 
Established in 1924, it is the only K–12 school 
in the United States owned and operated by 
chapters of the DAR. Known as the ‘‘Gem of 
Gunter Mountain,’’ the school annually pro-
vides more than 1,000 children in the remote 
Appalachian area of Northeast Alabama with 
schooling, extra-curricular activities, clothing, 
health care, daily nutrition through a free 
breakfast and lunch program, training in life 
skills, and a love of American ideals. It exem-
plifies the best principles of the DAR in action. 

The members of the Old Elyton Chapter of 
the DAR are proud supporters of our troops 
and veterans. They participate in many events 
honoring our veterans in the Birmingham area 
and remind us that we are able to enjoy the 
freedoms we have today only because of the 
sacrifices made by our men and women in 
uniform in the past and now in the present. 

Patriotism in the Birmingham community 
and the State of Alabama runs deep and the 
Old Elyton Chapter of the DAR has been an 
essential part of maintaining that tradition 
through many generations. Having completed 
one hundred years of vital service, it now pre-
pares to embark on its second century of pro-
moting American ideals and values. On behalf 

of the people of the Sixth District, let me con-
gratulate the Old Elyton Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution and send best 
wishes and blessings to all of its members. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF JIM 
SAMPSON UPON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand today to 
honor the remarkable career of Mr. James 
Sampson as he retires from his position of 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Gate-
way-Longview, Inc. One of Western New 
York’s largest child welfare agencies, Gate-
way-Longview has expanded exponentially 
during Jim’s nine years as President and 
CEO. 

During Jim’s tenure, Gateway-Longview has 
expanded to include eighteen different pro-
grams, serving 3,400 children and families per 
year. His work includes the establishment of 
Gateway-Longview’s Family Resource Center, 
Behavioral Mental Health Clinic, and Super-
vised Independent Living Program. Located on 
East Ferry Street, the Family Resource Center 
promotes familial strength and provides bond-
ing activities such as tutoring, swim classes 
and music lessons. Jim assisted in creating 
Gateway-Longview’s Behavioral Mental Health 
Clinic, which tends to the emotional needs of 
Gateway children and families. The program 
currently has two satellite offices in Buffalo 
Public Schools, with five more set to open in 
the fall, to ensure our city’s children receive 
the care they desperately need. For teens that 
have not been adopted but have aged out of 
foster care, Gateway created a Supervised 
Independent Living Program to help teens de-
velop the skills necessary to live independ-
ently and become self-sufficient. 

Jim is a truly dedicated public servant. Be-
yond his work with Gateway-Longview, Jim 
was elected to serve on the City of Buffalo 
School Board this past May, and is a founding 
member and trustee of the West Buffalo Char-
ter School. Under appointment from Governor 
Cuomo, he serves as Chair of the Erie County 
Fiscal Stability Authority, and has previously 
been a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Buffalo Niagara Partnership. Jim is also in-
volved with the Rotary Club of Buffalo. 

Jim’s undergraduate years were spent at 
the University at Buffalo, where he earned his 
Bachelor’s degree in Social Work. For his 
graduate studies, Jim attended the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison for his Master’s in So-
cial Work. Current, he holds the position of ad-
junct professor for the University at Buffalo’s 
School of Social Work, teaching leadership, 
management, and administration. 

Jim’s love for children and families stems 
from his own. He is happily married to his 
wife, Florence, with whom he has two chil-
dren. His son Gregory is a lawyer and Assist-
ant Parliamentarian for the United States Sen-
ate, living in College Park, Maryland with his 
wife, Jamie and their two children, Isaac and 
Kira. His daughter, Robin, is the lead scientist 
for the Department of Energy Solar Energy 
Loan Guarantee Program, living in Wash-
ington, D.C. with her husband Dr. Frank 
Wong. 
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